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Abstract. Problem statement. A round table is a reliable way to organize students’ 

communicative activities when teaching foreign languages. The innovative methods of working in 
Moodle educational environment allow the teacher to organize an online round table. The author’s 
methodology to use Glossary of LMS Moodle for development and implementation of 
an interactive online round table event to improve communication skills among university 
students while learning foreign languages is introduced. A definition of the online round table 
as an interactive type of work is proposed. Methodology. The peculiarity of LMS Moodle 
Glossary was tested and analyzed to create interactive communication tasks performed as 
the online round table. Results. Examples of the online round table tasks to improve and develop 
the communication skills of students are given and thoroughly explained. The techniques to 
make the online round table interactive tasks, and put them into operation by means of Glos-
sary are shown in detail. Conclusion. Glossary of LMS Moodle to introduce the online round 
table interactive tasks for the development and improvement of university students’ commu-
nication skills when learning foreign languages has been proven to be very effective. 
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Аннотация. Постановка проблемы. Круглый стол является надежным способом 
организации коммуникативной деятельности студентов при обучении иностранным язы-
кам. Применение образовательной среды Moodle и инновационных методик работы в ней 
позволяет преподавателю организовать круглый стол онлайн. Представлена авторская 
методика разработки, создания и внедрения в электронный курс, подготовленный на 
платформе LMS Moodle, интерактивного мероприятия «Круглый стол онлайн» для форми-
рования и развития коммуникативных навыков у студентов вуза через использование 
элемента «Глоссарий» при обучении иностранным языкам. Предложено определение 
интерактивного вида работы – круглого стола онлайн. Методология. Протестированы и 
проанализированы возможности инструмента «Глоссарий» LMS Moodle для создания 
на его основе интерактивных коммуникативных заданий в формате круглого стола онлайн. 
Результаты. Приведены примеры и даны пояснения к заданиям круглого стола онлайн, 
направленным на развитие коммуникативных навыков обучаемых. Детально показана 
технология разработки и внедрения интерактивных заданий круглого стола онлайн при 
помощи элемента «Глоссарий» в электронный курс LMS Moodle. Заключение. Сделан 
вывод об эффективности использования элемента «Глоссарий» для внедрения интерак-
тивных заданий в формате круглого стола онлайн для развития коммуникативных 
навыков у студентов вузов при обучении иностранным языкам. 

Ключевые слова: интерактивные задания, развитие навыков, коммуникации, со- 
временные техники обучения 
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Problem statement. To develop students’ readiness to rationally and effec-
tively organize their internal and external resources to make decisions and be able 
to achieve their goals is considered one of the most important tasks of any higher 
education institution. For this purpose, various forms of work and methods to pre-
sent educational materials are used. They contribute to the formation of creative 
thinking competencies in students. Conditions for the development of professional 
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potential, personal self-realization in the profession, and free adaptation in the 
professional environment are also created. 

Interactive learning is a special form of organizing cognitive activity, aimed 
at creating comfortable learning conditions in which students realize their intellec-
tual competences. Interactive forms of work include such activities as scientific 
clubs, scientific and practical conferences, Olympiads, discussions, role-plays and 
business games, trainings, and round tables. 

A round table is a form of cognitive activity that allows the teacher to effec-
tively organize an exchange of opinions between students and consolidate the 
knowledge they have acquired. In addition, the round table also contributes to 
the development of students’ skills in solving problems assigned and conducting 
discussions on a given topic. 

Traditionally, the round table is characterized as a form of practical exer-
cise, which is deliberately based on the particular issue, considered from different 
points of view, the discussion of which leads to positions and solutions acceptable 
to all participants. 

The round table is held with students who have knowledge and skills in the 
field of the issue under discussion, acquired in the process of mastering the aca-
demic discipline being studied, and other disciplines in previous courses of study. 
The purpose of the round table is to increase creative potential, high-quality modi-
fication of students’ academic work, and motivation to conduct independent aca-
demic activities. 

The round table method is very effective when teaching a foreign language, 
because this is a kind of training activity that allows the teacher to upgrade stu-
dents’ communicative competences as well as their ability to work in team and 
independently. 

With the introduction of e-learning tools into the educational process, 
the teacher has the opportunity to organize and conduct an online round table. 
The online round table is a way to organize educational work when students prepare 
their reports on the topics suggested in the form of posts or micro-presentations, 
and present them to other participants in an electronic learning environment. At the 
same time, all participants in the online round table have the opportunity not only 
to remotely familiarize themselves with the posts or micro-presentations of other 
participants, but can also express their point of view on other people’s materials 
by commenting on them. 

However, it is worth noting that the online round table is not a common 
means for teaching foreign languages. Having analyzed the available research in 
the field of using round tables for teaching foreign languages, we can confidently 
say that most teachers use the traditional round table format. To be more exact, 
the round table method and its integration into the process of teaching a foreign 
language are discussed in the works by G.V. Pokhodzey who pays particular at-
tention to the issues of maintaining a balance between old and proven methods of 
teaching foreign languages, and new methods including a round table; the ways to 
organize and hold a round table are thoroughly analyzed [1, p. 94]; S.Yu. Ste-
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panova [2] and I.V. Taratuta [3] give examples of classroom and extracurricular 
activities based on round table techniques; T.N. Kuznetsova describes the round 
table method as a type of collective discussion to come to joint solutions to important 
problems [4, p. 94]. E.N. Antonova [5, p. 393] and N.N. Nikolaeva together with 
I.N. Matorina [6], as well as I.A. Sharipova [7] dwell upon the advantages of round 
table techniques and point out their reasonable practicality and efficiency in the profes-
sional oral and written communication skills; Ju.V. Baklagova and I.M. Lyublina [8, 
p. 143] research virtual round table technology to develop foreign-language com-
municative competence, and suggest the mechanism to organize a virtual round 
table in English language classes. The authors point out that the use of virtual 
round table technology helps to increase the effectiveness of the interdisciplinary 
integration process. M.V. Melnichuk, O.Yu. Anushenkova et al. [9] analyze and 
generalize the use of round table method to form and develop students’ cross-
cultural foreign language competences; S.M. Azizova’s paper discloses the use of 
the round table method to improve modern higher education when teaching foreign 
languages to university students [10, p. 7-8]. 

L.P. Danilenko considers the round table method to be non-traditional. 
The author investigates its importance for communicative teaching foreign lan-
guages in higher school, and emphasizes the multifunctionality of the round table 
method to teach and learn foreign languages [11]. V.R. Oskolkova and T.N. Ro-
manova [12, p. 452] give some examples to implement round table techniques by 
means of the Microsoft Teams program and Discord when teaching foreign lan-
guages to students of non-linguistic specialties. Z.I. Pavitskaya, Zh.I. Aituganova 
and M.N. Vinnikova reveal the relevance and necessity to use round table tech-
niques in foreign language classes for university students [13, p. 128]. The authors 
emphasize both creative and innovative features of these techniques. 

I.G. Belyaeva, E.A. Samorodova et al. analyze the round table as being one 
of the most effective ways to teach foreign languages for specific purposes in the 
Humanities; the authors describe some activities to implement the round table 
techniques in the learning process [14, p. 171]. V.L. Temkina, O.M. Osiyanova, 
E.Y. Tuchkova et al. single out the round table technique for the students to get 
experience in dealing with essential tasks while interacting and forming the inter-
cultural communication skills which contribute to ensure a higher level of stu-
dents’ culture of verbal communication in any language [15]. 

Thus, it should be noted that little research on organizing the round table for 
teaching foreign languages through electronic learning tools has been written. 
Methods for organizing the round table by means of LMS Moodle are not described. 
The purpose of this work is to describe a way to organize the round table using 
LMS Moodle, as well as the possibility to use it in the educational process when 
teaching foreign languages at the university. This article presents our own experi-
ence in conducting the online round table based on combining the principles of 
the traditional round table with work in the online environment. So, the paper 
shows an attempt to apply an innovative approach to organize the round table using 
LMS Moodle technologies. It is important to note that it is advisable to conduct 
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the online round table if students want to take part in it, but do not have the oppor-
tunity to directly attend it, and can participate in the round table remotely. 

Methodology. The online round table was organized as a part of the program 
topic “My Hometown – Krasnoyarsk” studied by first-year undergraduate students. 
The online round table event was aimed and conceived by the teacher to coincide 
with a significant date in the life of our city, namely its upcoming 395th anniver-
sary celebration. Having studied some basic information about Krasnoyarsk in 
class, students received their homework: to be able to prepare a post or a micro-
presentation for the online round table about events in the life of Krasnoyarsk that 
evoke an emotional response among students. In addition to such significant events, 
students could describe landmarks, famous people or places, as well as important 
dates in the life of our city. Students were also asked to think and propose the 
changes that could benefit Krasnoyarsk and make it more attractive for business, 
tourism, etc. 

Therefore, students were offered to consider such issues as: tourist attrac-
tions of Krasnoyarsk; famous Krasnoyarsk residents and their destinies; history of 
Krasnoyarsk; cultural events in the life of our city; ecological problems; transport 
problems in the city; social and cultural development of Krasnoyarsk in the near 
future, etc. 

There are many LMS Moodle tools to organize interactive students’ work. 
We consider some of them to be very effective to arrange the online round table, 
so that it is possible to organize students’ work with feedback, reviews, and visual 
materials. Glossary seems to be one of the best tools for this purpose. Glossary, as 
compared to other Moodle tools, has many advantages for organizing interactive 
work with students, but in general Glossary is used by teachers only to place 
words and terms in electronic courses. However, the advantages of Glossary arise 
from its functionality to arrange the online round table. In such a case, Glossary 
can be used not only in its common way as a joint bank of key terms. Its peculiari-
ties allow teachers to use Glossary as a platform for students to get acquainted, 
where new students can add their names and personal information. Besides, it is 
possible to use Glossary as a resource to share practical experience or as an in-
formation cloud to store useful video, audio and images; finally, Glossary can be 
used as a resource to check up facts that require to be memorized. 

Thus, to conduct the online round table, LMS Moodle tool known as Glos-
sary was preferred. 

Students had to prepare their information sets in the electronic format, and 
create their micro-presentations or posts to be attached to the Glossary of LMS Moodle 
so that the other participants in the online round table could familiarize themselves 
with the posts or micro-presentations in advance and supplement them, if desired, 
or leave their comments on them. The range of topics to be reported was wide 
enough, but the students followed the condition – to independently choose their 
topics and present them in the complete way. Students were given one week to 
complete the assignment in the electronic format. 
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Having prepared materials to be presented at the online round table, students 
could post them in advance in Glossary of LMS Moodle so that some other partic-
ipants in the online round table could familiarize themselves with the materials, 
and ask the authors of the posts their questions or leave comments on them. Since 
our electronic course is intended for several groups of students, this made it possi-
ble to significantly expand the number of participants in the online round table, 
because it gave our students the opportunity to take part in the event remotely. 
Thus, they got acquainted with the Glossary entries, and were able to read infor-
mation messages or leave their comments. 

The students had the opportunity to make changes and edit their posts, and 
such feedback helped students respond in a timely manner to messages from other 
participants in the online round table: they could correct the materials published, 
update them if necessary, and also present their posts in the most interesting way, 
for example, they could add photos, audio- and video files, etc. 

The students could track the extent to which their materials were in demand 
by other participants, and how often their posts were read or commented on by 
them. If necessary, the students could supplement the materials presented in Glos-
sary with the necessary information. Besides, the students could respond to ques-
tions from other participants in the online round table in the form of comments. 
Thus, the electronic online round table helped the students effectively select rele-
vant and interesting materials and images to prepare high-quality presentations 
and posts taking into account the audience’s requests. They could also properly 
reply to the questions raised. 

The teacher, being the administrator and moderator of the online round ta-
ble, published in advance some instructions for the students to follow. Thus, ac-
cording to the teacher’s instructions, all participants in the online round table had 
to register using their real names and surnames; students had to choose among the 
topics suggested and expand on them; all posts had to be published in English; 
posts could contain additional files with photographs or video materials; no rude 
or obscene language could be used in posts or comments (in those cases, the 
teacher as a moderator had the right not to show the post publicly); all posts could 
be edited or corrected; posts could be commented on by other participants of the 
online round table; comments on posts had to be in English; all comments had to 
be polite not to insult participants of the online round table. 

Results and discussion. In general, Glossary allows its users to create and 
maintain a list of definitions, similar to a dictionary, and helps to collect or organ-
ize resources and information. Teachers or instructors may offer students to attach 
files (images, audio- and video files) to Glossary entries. All images, audio tracks 
or videos attached are displayed to students in Glossary entries. Students are able 
to view and search Glossary entries by alphabet, date, category, or author. Glossa-
ry entries may be automatically approved, or they must be approved by an instruc-
tor before they are viewed. 

The instructor may allow students to comment on Glossary entries. Entries 
can be assessed by the teacher or students (peer assessment). When evaluating 
Glossary entries, the evaluation points are entered into the LMS Moodle gradebook. 
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When teaching foreign languages, LMS Moodle Glossary is mostly used as 
a joint bank of key terms. However, we use LMS Moodle Glossary in an uncon-
ventional way – as an electronic means for preparing and conducting an interac-
tive scientific and educational event called the online round table, as a resource 
for all participants to remotely express their opinions on a given topic and share 
their practical experiences (Figure 1). 

 

 
 

Figure 1. A fragment of LMS Moodle Glossary – online round table in the structure of the e-course in English 
 

Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei. 

 
In order to configure LMS Moodle Glossary for the online round table 

event, the teacher must first create a Glossary template: 
1) turn editing on; 
2) select Glossary and implement it in the course (Add an activity – Glossary); 
3) give a name to the Glossary and describe it (Name and Description – tick 

display description on course page: if enabled, the description will be displayed 
on the course page just below the link to the activity); 

4) start creating the type of Glossary entries (Entries: Approved by default (NO) – 
Always allow editing (YES) – Allow more than one definition per word (NO) – 
Duplicate entries allowed (YES) – Allow comments on entries (YES) –Automati- 
cally link Glossary entries (NO); 

5) create Glossary Appearance: Display format (Full, with author) – Entries 
shown per page (1–10) – Show alphabet links (YES) – Allow print view (YES); 

6) establish Glossary Ratings (Users can obtain the right to rate Glossary entries); 
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7) set the parameters to complete LMS Moodle Glossary Activity (for ex-
ample: Scheduled to be completed by (date) e.g.: if you tick Expect completed on 
(date), i.e. by this date students must complete the task and upload their entries to 
the Glossary); 

8) execute Save and display, which will make it possible to proceed to fur-
ther formation of the Glossary and filling it with entries. 

Figure 1 shows a fragment of the Glossary title page created for the online 
round table. As it can be seen, the online round table event is to complete the 
study of the topic “My hometown – Krasnoyarsk”, as some preliminary tasks on 
this topic (e.g.: work with vocabulary and text, as well as listening exercises on 
a similar topic, etc.) – have already been ticked as completed by students. There-
fore, the online round table event summarizes the topic studied. On the Glossary 
title page the teacher gives preliminary introductory instructions for the students 
participating in the online round table. 

After the Glossary template has been successfully created, the teacher can 
proceed to filling it with entries. Since it is the students who fill out Glossary with 
entries, it is very important for the teacher at this stage to carefully explain to 
them how to correctly put entries in Glossary so that further work with it is as ef-
fective as possible. 

There is a special algorithm for filling Glossary with entries, and the teacher 
should show students the principle of performing this algorithm, so its successful im-
plementation will help students easily fill Glossary with the required number of entries. 

The principle of executing the algorithm for filling Glossary with entries is 
not complicated, and to do this, students need to know some steps to follow: 

1) add a new entry; 
2) enter Concept (e.g.: here it is possible to enter the name of a place of in-

terest, etc.); 
3) enter Definition (e.g.: enter the description of the place of interest or its photo);  
4) save changes; 
5) turn editing off. 
This algorithm must be followed to enter each subsequent Glossary entry. 
If Glossary is filled with entries, students can begin to work with it: in the 

already saved Glossary entries, they can leave their comments, edit their entries, 
add photos, etc. (Figure 2). 

Figure 2 shows a Glossary fragment for the online round table. This is how 
the Glossary entries look like in brief. It is seen that some participants have already 
submitted their posts on the topics suggested. The posts are properly titled, and are 
automatically arranged in alphabetical order by LMS Moodle, so that other partici-
pants can easily find the materials they are interested in. The students participating 
in the online round table use their real names while posting, and the time of post-
ing information in Glossary is also displayed, which enables the teacher to track 
and analyze students’ activity in the event. The students’ posts are accompanied by 
photographs for greater clarity and vividness. As it can be seen, the first post pre-
sented has already been accompanied by responses in the form of comments from 



Худолей Н.В. Вестник РУДН. Серия: Информатизация образования. 2024. Т. 21. № 2. С. 255–267 
 

 

РАЗРАБОТКА УЧЕБНЫХ ПРОГРАММ И ЭЛЕКТРОННЫХ РЕСУРСОВ                          263 

some other participants, and the author of the post is able to react to it (Figure 3). 
So, the online round table works and allows students to actively participate, ask 
questions and have them answered quickly, as well as to express their opinions in 
a reasoned manner. To reply to the comments or to edit the post, it is recommended 
to use the buttons placed in the lower right corner of Glossary. The editing buttons 
can be used both by post-makers and by teachers moderating posts. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. A fragment of LMS Moodle Glossary – a summary of the entries taken from the online round table 
 

Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei. 
 

 
 

Figure 3. An example of a detailed entry from Glossary containing students’ comments 
 
Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei. 
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Figure 3 shows in detail one of the Glossary entries presented above. As it is 
seen, the student’s post is extensive; it is published in English, and the photograph 
accompanying the post is presented in close-up. It is quite obvious that the post of 
the participant in the online round table arouses other students’ interest, as they 
leave their comments under the post. If necessary, people commenting are able to 
edit their comments (add or delete them) using the editing buttons in the lower 
right corner of the post. 

Conclusion. It should be noted that the online round table is an effective 
way to consolidate the topics covered by students either in an academic discipline 
or on an interdisciplinary basis. It is productive for identifying both intellectual 
and educational students’ levels. 

The online round table allows students to deepen and expand their know- 
ledge of the topics under consideration, argue their points of view, read and com-
ment on the colleagues’ posts. Students are able to look for the necessary materi-
als in advance using a creative approach to work. 

The online round table helps students develop the necessary competencies, 
such as: 1) readiness to use information resources; 2) focus on self-education; 
3) ability to solve problems assigned; 4) communication skills; 5) the ability to 
interact offline and online. 

The online round table can be carried out by teachers when considering any 
topic in the process of a foreign language teaching. The online round table makes 
the learning process more exciting, non-standard, interesting, and modern. 

Glossary helps teachers to effectively organize the online round table for 
students in LMS Moodle. By means of Glossary, such work can be conducted 
with students’ feedback, and allows teachers to simultaneously involve in work 
many learners. Glossary allows participants of the online round table to get ac-
quainted with the materials and recordings of other students in a timely manner, 
and leave their reviews and comments on the recordings; besides, learners are able 
to respond in due time to the answers of other students or edit their notes; they can 
use the necessary visual materials, thus communicating online as effectively as 
they were meeting face to face. 

Glossary, compared to other interactive LMS Moodle tools, is multifunctional, 
and can be used not only as a tool to compile important terms, but also as a com-
mon intellectual space for uploading and storing students’ personal notes, video 
and audio files or materials that require to be memorized and/or be periodically 
reviewed, as well as for the exchange of students’ practical experience and com-
ments. The use of Glossary while working in the online round table helps teachers 
and students compile educational materials on several specific topics of the training 
course in the same place, which allows them to be referred to and used in prepara-
tion for tests or exams during further training. Thus, Glossary can be effectively 
used not only in its usual way to store terms and their definitions, but also in a non-
standard way to organize the university students’ online round table. 
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