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Abstract. Problem statement. A round table is a reliable way to organize students’
communicative activities when teaching foreign languages. The innovative methods of working in
Moodle educational environment allow the teacher to organize an online round table. The author’s
methodology to use Glossary of LMS Moodle for development and implementation of
an interactive online round table event to improve communication skills among university
students while learning foreign languages is introduced. A definition of the online round table
as an interactive type of work is proposed. Methodology. The peculiarity of LMS Moodle
Glossary was tested and analyzed to create interactive communication tasks performed as
the online round table. Results. Examples of the online round table tasks to improve and develop
the communication skills of students are given and thoroughly explained. The techniques to
make the online round table interactive tasks, and put them into operation by means of Glos-
sary are shown in detail. Conclusion. Glossary of LMS Moodle to introduce the online round
table interactive tasks for the development and improvement of university students’ commu-
nication skills when learning foreign languages has been proven to be very effective.
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AnHotanms. [locmanoexa npobaemvl. Kpyriblii cTOJN SBISETCS HAJISKHBIM CIIOCOOOM
OpraHM3allii KOMMYHHUKATUBHON JESTENBHOCTH CTYICHTOB IPU OOYyYEHWH MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BI-
kam. [Ipumenenne obpasoBarenbHON cpepl Moodle 1 MHHOBAIIMOHHBIX METOIMK PaOOTHI B HEW
MO3BOJISIET MPEnojaBaTeNl0 OpraHu30BaTh KPYIJbld cTon oHnaiH. [IpencraBieHa aBTopckas
METOAMKA pa3pabOTKH, CO3MaHMs U BHEAPEHUS B JIEKTPOHHBIA KypC, MOATOTOBJICHHBIA Ha
miarpopme LMS Moodle, natepaktuHOr0o Meponpusitusi «Kpyribiii cron onnaide» mis Gopmu-
pOBaHUA U Pa3BUTHS KOMMYHUKAaTHBHBIX HAaBBIKOB y CTYAECHTOB By3a 4epe3 HUCIOJIb30BaHME
aneMeHTa «lJoccapuity npu 00y4ueHHH MHOCTPaHHBIM si3bIKaM. [IpesioskeHo ompeeneHne
MHTEPAKTUBHOIO BHJIA pabOThI — KPYTIIOTO CTOJNIA OHNAiH. Memoodonoeus. [IpoTecTHpOBaHBI I
MIpOaHAIN3UPOBAHEI BO3MOXKHOCTH HHCTpyMeHTa «['moccapuity LMS Moodle mis co3manus
HA €ro OCHOBE MHTEPAKTHBHBIX KOMMYHHKATUBHBIX 3aJIAHUH B (OpMATE KPYTIIOTO CTONA OHJIAMH.
Pesynomamul. IlpuBeneHsl MpUMepbl U aHbl MOSCHEHUS K 33IaHUAM KpYTJIOrO CTOJa OHJIAlH,
HaIpaBJICHHBIM Ha pa3BUTHE KOMMYHUKATHBHBIX HAaBBIKOB O0Oy4aeMbIX. JleTaqpHO MOKa3aHa
TEXHOJOTHS pa3pabOTKX U BHEAPEHHS MHTCPAKTUBHBIX 3aJaHUN KPYTJIOTO CTOJIA OHJIANH MPH
momomty neMenTa «['moccapuin» B anekTpoHHEIH Kypc LMS Moodle. 3axaouenue. Cnenan
BEIBOJ 00 3(h(heKTHBHOCTH UCIIONB30BaHUsI dTeMeHTa «[Jtoccapuit» 11 BHEIPEHUs] HHTSPaK-
TUBHBIX 33JaHUi B (opMaTe KPYIJIOro CTONA OHIAMH IS Pa3BUTHS KOMMYHHKATHBHBIX
HABBIKOB y CTYACHTOB BY30B IIpH 00YUIEHUHN HHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKAM.

KuroueBble c/j10Ba: UHTEPAKTUBHBIE 3a[JaHUs, PA3BUTHE HABBIKOB, KOMMYHUKALIUH, CO-
BpPEMEHHBIE TEXHUKH O0YJIEHIS

3asiBjieHHe 0 KOH()IMKTEe UHTEpPecoB. ABTOp 3asBisSeT 00 OTCYTCTBHHM KOH()IMKTA
UHTEPECOB.

Hctopus cratbu: noctynuia B penakiuto 11 saBaps 2024 r.; nopadboTtana mocie pe-
nensupoBanus 15 despans 2024 r.; npunsTa K myonukanuu 25 ¢espans 2024 r.

Joas mutupoBanus: Khudolei N.V. LMS Moodle “Glossary” to organize an interactive
event “Online round table” when teaching foreign languages at a university / Bectauk Poc-
CHICKOTO yHHBepcuTeTa ApyxO0bl HaponoB. Cepus: MupopmaTtnzamms obpazoBanus. 2024.
T.21. Ne 2. C. 255-267. http://doi.org/10.22363/2312-8631-2024-21-2-255-267

Problem statement. To develop students’ readiness to rationally and effec-
tively organize their internal and external resources to make decisions and be able
to achieve their goals is considered one of the most important tasks of any higher
education institution. For this purpose, various forms of work and methods to pre-
sent educational materials are used. They contribute to the formation of creative
thinking competencies in students. Conditions for the development of professional
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potential, personal self-realization in the profession, and free adaptation in the
professional environment are also created.

Interactive learning is a special form of organizing cognitive activity, aimed
at creating comfortable learning conditions in which students realize their intellec-
tual competences. Interactive forms of work include such activities as scientific
clubs, scientific and practical conferences, Olympiads, discussions, role-plays and
business games, trainings, and round tables.

A round table is a form of cognitive activity that allows the teacher to effec-
tively organize an exchange of opinions between students and consolidate the
knowledge they have acquired. In addition, the round table also contributes to
the development of students’ skills in solving problems assigned and conducting
discussions on a given topic.

Traditionally, the round table is characterized as a form of practical exer-
cise, which is deliberately based on the particular issue, considered from different
points of view, the discussion of which leads to positions and solutions acceptable
to all participants.

The round table is held with students who have knowledge and skills in the
field of the issue under discussion, acquired in the process of mastering the aca-
demic discipline being studied, and other disciplines in previous courses of study.
The purpose of the round table is to increase creative potential, high-quality modi-
fication of students’ academic work, and motivation to conduct independent aca-
demic activities.

The round table method is very effective when teaching a foreign language,
because this is a kind of training activity that allows the teacher to upgrade stu-
dents’ communicative competences as well as their ability to work in team and
independently.

With the introduction of e-learning tools into the educational process,
the teacher has the opportunity to organize and conduct an online round table.
The online round table is a way to organize educational work when students prepare
their reports on the topics suggested in the form of posts or micro-presentations,
and present them to other participants in an electronic learning environment. At the
same time, all participants in the online round table have the opportunity not only
to remotely familiarize themselves with the posts or micro-presentations of other
participants, but can also express their point of view on other people’s materials
by commenting on them.

However, it is worth noting that the online round table is not a common
means for teaching foreign languages. Having analyzed the available research in
the field of using round tables for teaching foreign languages, we can confidently
say that most teachers use the traditional round table format. To be more exact,
the round table method and its integration into the process of teaching a foreign
language are discussed in the works by G.V. Pokhodzey who pays particular at-
tention to the issues of maintaining a balance between old and proven methods of
teaching foreign languages, and new methods including a round table; the ways to
organize and hold a round table are thoroughly analyzed [1, p. 94]; S.Yu. Ste-
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panova [2] and L1.V. Taratuta [3] give examples of classroom and extracurricular
activities based on round table techniques; T.N. Kuznetsova describes the round
table method as a type of collective discussion to come to joint solutions to important
problems [4, p. 94]. E.N. Antonova [5, p. 393] and N.N. Nikolaeva together with
I.N. Matorina [6], as well as I.A. Sharipova [7] dwell upon the advantages of round
table techniques and point out their reasonable practicality and efficiency in the profes-
sional oral and written communication skills; Ju.V. Baklagova and I.M. Lyublina [8,
p. 143] research virtual round table technology to develop foreign-language com-
municative competence, and suggest the mechanism to organize a virtual round
table in English language classes. The authors point out that the use of virtual
round table technology helps to increase the effectiveness of the interdisciplinary
integration process. M.V. Melnichuk, O.Yu. Anushenkova et al. [9] analyze and
generalize the use of round table method to form and develop students’ cross-
cultural foreign language competences; S.M. Azizova’s paper discloses the use of
the round table method to improve modern higher education when teaching foreign
languages to university students [10, p. 7-8].

L.P. Danilenko considers the round table method to be non-traditional.
The author investigates its importance for communicative teaching foreign lan-
guages in higher school, and emphasizes the multifunctionality of the round table
method to teach and learn foreign languages [11]. V.R. Oskolkova and T.N. Ro-
manova [12, p. 452] give some examples to implement round table techniques by
means of the Microsoft Teams program and Discord when teaching foreign lan-
guages to students of non-linguistic specialties. Z.1. Pavitskaya, Zh.I. Aituganova
and M.N. Vinnikova reveal the relevance and necessity to use round table tech-
niques in foreign language classes for university students [13, p. 128]. The authors
emphasize both creative and innovative features of these techniques.

I.G. Belyaeva, E.A. Samorodova et al. analyze the round table as being one
of the most effective ways to teach foreign languages for specific purposes in the
Humanities; the authors describe some activities to implement the round table
techniques in the learning process [14, p. 171]. V.L. Temkina, O.M. Osiyanova,
E.Y. Tuchkova et al. single out the round table technique for the students to get
experience in dealing with essential tasks while interacting and forming the inter-
cultural communication skills which contribute to ensure a higher level of stu-
dents’ culture of verbal communication in any language [15].

Thus, it should be noted that little research on organizing the round table for
teaching foreign languages through electronic learning tools has been written.
Methods for organizing the round table by means of LMS Moodle are not described.
The purpose of this work 1s to describe a way to organize the round table using
LMS Moodle, as well as the possibility to use it in the educational process when
teaching foreign languages at the university. This article presents our own experi-
ence in conducting the online round table based on combining the principles of
the traditional round table with work in the online environment. So, the paper
shows an attempt to apply an innovative approach to organize the round table using
LMS Moodle technologies. It is important to note that it is advisable to conduct
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the online round table if students want to take part in it, but do not have the oppor-
tunity to directly attend it, and can participate in the round table remotely.

Methodology. The online round table was organized as a part of the program
topic “My Hometown — Krasnoyarsk™ studied by first-year undergraduate students.
The online round table event was aimed and conceived by the teacher to coincide
with a significant date in the life of our city, namely its upcoming 395th anniver-
sary celebration. Having studied some basic information about Krasnoyarsk in
class, students received their homework: to be able to prepare a post or a micro-
presentation for the online round table about events in the life of Krasnoyarsk that
evoke an emotional response among students. In addition to such significant events,
students could describe landmarks, famous people or places, as well as important
dates in the life of our city. Students were also asked to think and propose the
changes that could benefit Krasnoyarsk and make it more attractive for business,
tourism, etc.

Therefore, students were offered to consider such issues as: tourist attrac-
tions of Krasnoyarsk; famous Krasnoyarsk residents and their destinies; history of
Krasnoyarsk; cultural events in the life of our city; ecological problems; transport
problems in the city; social and cultural development of Krasnoyarsk in the near
future, etc.

There are many LMS Moodle tools to organize interactive students’ work.
We consider some of them to be very effective to arrange the online round table,
so that it is possible to organize students’ work with feedback, reviews, and visual
materials. Glossary seems to be one of the best tools for this purpose. Glossary, as
compared to other Moodle tools, has many advantages for organizing interactive
work with students, but in general Glossary is used by teachers only to place
words and terms in electronic courses. However, the advantages of Glossary arise
from its functionality to arrange the online round table. In such a case, Glossary
can be used not only in its common way as a joint bank of key terms. Its peculiari-
ties allow teachers to use Glossary as a platform for students to get acquainted,
where new students can add their names and personal information. Besides, it is
possible to use Glossary as a resource to share practical experience or as an in-
formation cloud to store useful video, audio and images; finally, Glossary can be
used as a resource to check up facts that require to be memorized.

Thus, to conduct the online round table, LMS Moodle tool known as Glos-
sary was preferred.

Students had to prepare their information sets in the electronic format, and
create their micro-presentations or posts to be attached to the Glossary of LMS Moodle
so that the other participants in the online round table could familiarize themselves
with the posts or micro-presentations in advance and supplement them, if desired,
or leave their comments on them. The range of topics to be reported was wide
enough, but the students followed the condition — to independently choose their
topics and present them in the complete way. Students were given one week to
complete the assignment in the electronic format.
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Having prepared materials to be presented at the online round table, students
could post them in advance in Glossary of LMS Moodle so that some other partic-
ipants in the online round table could familiarize themselves with the materials,
and ask the authors of the posts their questions or leave comments on them. Since
our electronic course is intended for several groups of students, this made it possi-
ble to significantly expand the number of participants in the online round table,
because it gave our students the opportunity to take part in the event remotely.
Thus, they got acquainted with the Glossary entries, and were able to read infor-
mation messages or leave their comments.

The students had the opportunity to make changes and edit their posts, and
such feedback helped students respond in a timely manner to messages from other
participants in the online round table: they could correct the materials published,
update them if necessary, and also present their posts in the most interesting way,
for example, they could add photos, audio- and video files, etc.

The students could track the extent to which their materials were in demand
by other participants, and how often their posts were read or commented on by
them. If necessary, the students could supplement the materials presented in Glos-
sary with the necessary information. Besides, the students could respond to ques-
tions from other participants in the online round table in the form of comments.
Thus, the electronic online round table helped the students effectively select rele-
vant and interesting materials and images to prepare high-quality presentations
and posts taking into account the audience’s requests. They could also properly
reply to the questions raised.

The teacher, being the administrator and moderator of the online round ta-
ble, published in advance some instructions for the students to follow. Thus, ac-
cording to the teacher’s instructions, all participants in the online round table had
to register using their real names and surnames; students had to choose among the
topics suggested and expand on them; all posts had to be published in English;
posts could contain additional files with photographs or video materials; no rude
or obscene language could be used in posts or comments (in those cases, the
teacher as a moderator had the right not to show the post publicly); all posts could
be edited or corrected; posts could be commented on by other participants of the
online round table; comments on posts had to be in English; all comments had to
be polite not to insult participants of the online round table.

Results and discussion. In general, Glossary allows its users to create and
maintain a list of definitions, similar to a dictionary, and helps to collect or organ-
ize resources and information. Teachers or instructors may offer students to attach
files (images, audio- and video files) to Glossary entries. All images, audio tracks
or videos attached are displayed to students in Glossary entries. Students are able
to view and search Glossary entries by alphabet, date, category, or author. Glossa-
ry entries may be automatically approved, or they must be approved by an instruc-
tor before they are viewed.

The instructor may allow students to comment on Glossary entries. Entries
can be assessed by the teacher or students (peer assessment). When evaluating
Glossary entries, the evaluation points are entered into the LMS Moodle gradebook.
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When teaching foreign languages, LMS Moodle Glossary is mostly used as
a joint bank of key terms. However, we use LMS Moodle Glossary in an uncon-
ventional way — as an electronic means for preparing and conducting an interac-
tive scientific and educational event called the online round table, as a resource
for all participants to remotely express their opinions on a given topic and share
their practical experiences (Figure 1).

Unit 2: My native city (Krasnoyarsk)

' Krasnoyarsk v}

L About Kiev (Listening task)

&
E Grammar: Indefinite (Simple) Tenses D

e Getting ready for the ROUND TABLE event "Krasnoyarsk is celebrating its 395 anniversary in D
2023"

Dear students!
Krasnoyarsk will celebrate its 395th anniversary in 2023!

Please write which events from the history and life of our city, as well as its sights, cause you special
emotions. What changes would you like to see in our city in the future?

Attach photos to support your argument.

Figure 1. A fragment of LMS Moodle Glossary — online round table in the structure of the e-course in English

Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei.

In order to configure LMS Moodle Glossary for the online round table
event, the teacher must first create a Glossary template:

1) turn editing on;

2) select Glossary and implement it in the course (Add an activity — Glossary);

3) give a name to the Glossary and describe it (Name and Description — tick
display description on course page: if enabled, the description will be displayed
on the course page just below the link to the activity);

4) start creating the type of Glossary entries (Entries: Approved by default (NO) —
Always allow editing (YES) — Allow more than one definition per word (NO) —
Duplicate entries allowed (YES) — Allow comments on entries (YES) —Automati-
cally link Glossary entries (NO);

5) create Glossary Appearance: Display format (Full, with author) — Entries
shown per page (1-10) — Show alphabet links (YES) — Allow print view (YES);

6) establish Glossary Ratings (Users can obtain the right to rate Glossary entries);
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7) set the parameters to complete LMS Moodle Glossary Activity (for ex-
ample: Scheduled to be completed by (date) e.g.: if you tick Expect completed on
(date), i.e. by this date students must complete the task and upload their entries to
the Glossary);

8) execute Save and display, which will make it possible to proceed to fur-
ther formation of the Glossary and filling it with entries.

Figure 1 shows a fragment of the Glossary title page created for the online
round table. As it can be seen, the online round table event is to complete the
study of the topic “My hometown — Krasnoyarsk™, as some preliminary tasks on
this topic (e.g.: work with vocabulary and text, as well as listening exercises on
a similar topic, etc.) — have already been ticked as completed by students. There-
fore, the online round table event summarizes the topic studied. On the Glossary
title page the teacher gives preliminary introductory instructions for the students
participating in the online round table.

After the Glossary template has been successfully created, the teacher can
proceed to filling it with entries. Since it is the students who fill out Glossary with
entries, it is very important for the teacher at this stage to carefully explain to
them how to correctly put entries in Glossary so that further work with it is as ef-
fective as possible.

There is a special algorithm for filling Glossary with entries, and the teacher
should show students the principle of performing this algorithm, so its successful im-
plementation will help students easily fill Glossary with the required number of entries.

The principle of executing the algorithm for filling Glossary with entries is
not complicated, and to do this, students need to know some steps to follow:

1) add a new entry;

2) enter Concept (e.g.: here it is possible to enter the name of a place of in-
terest, etc.);

3) enter Definition (e.g.: enter the description of the place of interest or its photo);

4) save changes;

5) turn editing off.

This algorithm must be followed to enter each subsequent Glossary entry.

If Glossary is filled with entries, students can begin to work with it: in the
already saved Glossary entries, they can leave their comments, edit their entries,
add photos, etc. (Figure 2).

Figure 2 shows a Glossary fragment for the online round table. This is how
the Glossary entries look like in brief. It is seen that some participants have already
submitted their posts on the topics suggested. The posts are properly titled, and are
automatically arranged in alphabetical order by LMS Moodle, so that other partici-
pants can easily find the materials they are interested in. The students participating
in the online round table use their real names while posting, and the time of post-
ing information in Glossary is also displayed, which enables the teacher to track
and analyze students’ activity in the event. The students’ posts are accompanied by
photographs for greater clarity and vividness. As it can be seen, the first post pre-
sented has already been accompanied by responses in the form of comments from
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some other participants, and the author of the post is able to react to it (Figure 3).
So, the online round table works and allows students to actively participate, ask
questions and have them answered quickly, as well as to express their opinions in
a reasoned manner. To reply to the comments or to edit the post, it is recommended
to use the buttons placed in the lower right corner of Glossary. The editing buttons

can be used both by post-makers and by teachers moderating posts.

Krasnoyarsk Opera and Ballet Theatre named after D. Khvorostovsky
by Mikhail Avanesov - Monday, 17 October 2022, 10:48 PM

The Krasnoyarsk Opera and Ballet Theatre named after D. Khvorostovsky turns 45 in 2023! On December 20, 1978, an important

event took place in the cultural life of the city on the Yenisei - the Krasnoyarsk Opera and Ballet Theatre opened its first season with the

premiere of A.P. Borodin "Prince Igor"

S 0 O #

» Comments (4)

Surikov's Art Museum
by Tamara Borodina - Monday, 17 October 2022, 10:45 PM

Krasnoyarsk Art Museum named after Vasily lvanovich Surikov is a place that brings together connoisseurs of various forms of art. A
PN . . . P _—
Pk special pride of the museum is an extensive collection of paintings by V.I. Surikov - 78 art warks.

Figure 2. A fragment of LMS Moodle Glossary — a summary of the entries taken from the online round table

Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei.

The Krasnoyarsk Opera and Ballet Theatre named after D. Khvorostovsky turns 45 in 2023! On December 20, 1978, an

important event took place in the cultural life of the city on the Yenisei - the Krasnoyarsk Opera and Ballet Theatre opened its
first season with the premiere of A.P. Borodin "Prince Igor". This performance has become a kind of hallmark of our theater
The theatre's repertoire includes almost all opera and ballet classics. The pride of the theatre is not only performances that
have already stood the test of time, loved by the public and appreciated by critics, but also performances of recent
Krasnoyarsk State Opera and Ballet Thea one of the most visited a
also became the center of creative meetings of artists from different cities of our Motherland and foreign countries. The theat

years. The

ved places by the citizens and guests of our city. It

re, which in the first years of its existence was a kind of exotic, managed to
become an integral part of the cultural life of the region. Today it is already

difficult to imagine the life of the city out the Opera and Ballet Theatre,

which has become a kind of symbol of Krasnoyarsk.

% @ O #
» Comments (4)
Polina Ivanova -5un, 150 o
when our Theatre took its
Ivan Kashin S m
guess, our ev 1
Darima Goboeva
o
Happy 45 Birthday dear Theatr e "Swan Lake
Elena Lopatenko il o

s photo was taken before the recon
Figure 3. An example of a detailed entry from Glossary containing students’ comments

Source: created by Natalia V. Khudolei.

PA3PABOTKA YYEBHBIX ITPOT'PAMM U1 3JIEKTPOHHBIX PECYPCOB

263



Khudolei N.V. RUDN Journal of Informatization in Education. 2024;21(2):255-267

Figure 3 shows in detail one of the Glossary entries presented above. As it is
seen, the student’s post is extensive; it is published in English, and the photograph
accompanying the post is presented in close-up. It is quite obvious that the post of
the participant in the online round table arouses other students’ interest, as they
leave their comments under the post. If necessary, people commenting are able to
edit their comments (add or delete them) using the editing buttons in the lower
right corner of the post.

Conclusion. It should be noted that the online round table is an effective
way to consolidate the topics covered by students either in an academic discipline
or on an interdisciplinary basis. It is productive for identifying both intellectual
and educational students’ levels.

The online round table allows students to deepen and expand their know-
ledge of the topics under consideration, argue their points of view, read and com-
ment on the colleagues’ posts. Students are able to look for the necessary materi-
als in advance using a creative approach to work.

The online round table helps students develop the necessary competencies,
such as: 1) readiness to use information resources; 2) focus on self-education;
3) ability to solve problems assigned; 4) communication skills; 5) the ability to
interact offline and online.

The online round table can be carried out by teachers when considering any
topic in the process of a foreign language teaching. The online round table makes
the learning process more exciting, non-standard, interesting, and modern.

Glossary helps teachers to effectively organize the online round table for
students in LMS Moodle. By means of Glossary, such work can be conducted
with students’ feedback, and allows teachers to simultaneously involve in work
many learners. Glossary allows participants of the online round table to get ac-
quainted with the materials and recordings of other students in a timely manner,
and leave their reviews and comments on the recordings; besides, learners are able
to respond in due time to the answers of other students or edit their notes; they can
use the necessary visual materials, thus communicating online as effectively as
they were meeting face to face.

Glossary, compared to other interactive LMS Moodle tools, is multifunctional,
and can be used not only as a tool to compile important terms, but also as a com-
mon intellectual space for uploading and storing students’ personal notes, video
and audio files or materials that require to be memorized and/or be periodically
reviewed, as well as for the exchange of students’ practical experience and com-
ments. The use of Glossary while working in the online round table helps teachers
and students compile educational materials on several specific topics of the training
course in the same place, which allows them to be referred to and used in prepara-
tion for tests or exams during further training. Thus, Glossary can be effectively
used not only in its usual way to store terms and their definitions, but also in a non-
standard way to organize the university students’ online round table.
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