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Abstract. The article presents the results of the content analysis of adolescents’ (younger and older adolescent
groups of schoolchildren ) Internet communication. The basis of the study was school chats with
certain content topics, which made it possible to identify lexical categories that complement and
transform stylistic means depending on the situation of communication. It is concluded that in the
Russian-language youth society there is both a general tendency towards a “toxically” saturated
vocabulary of Internet communication and particular (age- and gender-related) features of
communicants.
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INTRODUCTION

The advancement of digital technologies and their
application in the field of Humanities offers fun-
damentally new opportunities for obtaining infor-
mation about the language peculiarities of repre-
sentatives of various age groups. A common form
of communication is chats in Internet messengers,
that is, subject-matter associations of people for re-
al-time messaging. Communication of adolescents
in such chats takes a significant amount of time
[MoaropHas, Oemuaenko, 2014]. The most frequent
school chats are for communication with classmates.
Itis in this type of digital communication that topics
of interest to adolescents are most clearly presented
and their age and other characteristics are reflected
[CopokuHa, 2018].

The purpose of the study presented in the arti-
cle is to identify some age-related features of the
language of adolescents in digital communication.
The object of the study is the written language of
adolescents in the context of digital communication.

The hypotheses of the study are as follows:

- the language of adolescents in the context of
digital communication on the material under
study highlights age and gender differences;

- the language of adolescents in the context of
digital communication on the material under
study is characterized by expressiveness and
verbal aggression.

The objectives of the study included:

- identifying the language features of adoles-
cents based on the analysis of scientific liter-
ature with the development of a character-
ological matrix;

- empirical testing of the identified character-
istics of the language of adolescents in digi-
tal communication.

CATEGORIES OF ANALYSIS FOR THE
LANGUAGE MATERIAL UNDER STUDY

Based on the analysis of scientific literature and
dictionaries, the following categories of the mate-
rial under study were determined: the subject of
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communication; the presence in the statements
of adolescents of vocabulary of expression that is
not differentiated in terms of meaning (expressive-
ness as such); vocabulary of negative emotional
evaluation; vocabulary of negative rational evalu-
ation; vocabulary of positive emotional evaluation;
non-evaluative vocabulary; interjections; digital im-
ages, memes, signs (numbers, signs of mathematical
operations)™.

The main feature of the category of vocabulary
of expression that is not differentiated in terms of
meaning is the characteristic stylistic nuances and
expressiveness of words to the nominative meaning
of one or another word and, as a result, an increase
in the degree of emotional tension [Ky3uHa, 2019].
Thus, in this category, we included the vocabulary of
motivation and activity (nobuBatbcs, ycnets); slang
vocabulary, which combined school, youth, computer,
criminal and many other jargons (knaBa, 10X, pXaTb,
etc.); obscene vocabulary; and vocabulary with in-
tensifying meaning (H1korga, TO4HO, BCE, etc.).

The category of evaluative units is a set of units
of various levels of the language, which are connect-
ed by an evaluated value and convey a negative or
positive attitude of the subject of communication to
the content of a spoken statement. Evaluative state-
ments are diverse and include not only construc-
tions that directly contain evaluative lexemes “bad /
good”, but also many expressions or words contain-
ing evaluation and evaluative seme. The language
contains a number of multi-level means that serve
to convey the category of evaluation. In our work,
the implementation of linguistic evaluation is con-
sidered mainly at the lexical level.

The basis of evaluative vocabulary are, due to
part-of-speech semantics, adjectives and adverbs,
emotionally colored verbs, nouns and metaphorical
and phraseological units formed on their basis.

Emotional evaluation is the result of the sub-
ject’s individual perception of the object being
evaluated; it includes a logical basis, but the emo-
tional component prevails over the rational one
[ManTeesa, 2020]. This kind of evaluation is partly
motivated by the will of the person who perceives

T 3axaposa J1. A, LLlyaea A. B. CnoBapb MOMIOAEXHOro ceHra (Ha Ma-
Tepuane NeKCUMKOHa CTyAeHTOB TOMCKOrO rocyAapCTBEHHOMO yHMBEP-
cuteTa). Tomck: TOMCKMIA FocyapCTBEHHbIN yHuBepeuTeT, 2014.
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reality. Emotional-evaluative vocabulary includes
two independent groups: vocabulary with a positive
connotation and vocabulary with a negative conno-
tation. The final belonging of words or statements
to these groups depends on the context of their use:
for example, stylistically neutral units can be inter-
preted as emotionally colored, but at the same time
perceived either as an insult (swear word) or as an
approval [ibid.].

The vocabulary of negative emotional evaluation of-
ten represents verbal aggression. Verbal aggression is
a type of verbal behavior, the main purpose of which
is to insult, humiliate and cause moral discomfort di-
rectly to the object of aggression [3akosH, 2010].

In the material under study, it was found that
the dominant type of verbal aggression is offensive,
characterized by spontaneity, impulsiveness and af-
fect, and is a means of a linguistic “attack” against
the interlocutor, including invectives (@ number of
words or expressions, the semantics of which con-
veys the intention to disgrace, insult or humiliate a
person [benbunkos, 2002]). In the dictionary® edited
by A. A. Gritsanoy, illustrative examples of invective
signs of various axiological concepts are given: la-
bor skills (for example, Heymexa); strict regulation of
sex — abnormal behavior in this regard (incestuous
insults, attribution of perversions); cleanliness - at-
tribution of non-compliance with hygiene (rpsi3Hbii,
HeMmbITbIN); family ties - the exclusion of the address-
ee from the family (bastard, cykuH cbiH); religiosity -
the exclusion of the addressee from the “sphere of
divine protection” (eng. God damn - 6yap Tbl NPOKNAT
[6orom], naum K 4yepty)? [MHBeKTMBA, 2001, c. 302], etc.

This category of analysis also includes the vo-
cabulary of destruction and violence (for example:
AyLWKTb, M3HACMNOBATb, YrpoxaTs), the vocabulary of
suffering, which includes the vocabulary of illness,
death and a negative emotional state (cTpapatb, 601b,
nnakatb), as well as the vocabulary of protest behav-
ior (ByHTOBLUMK, MOPTUTb, CNOPUTb, etc.).

The vocabulary of positive emotional evaluation
includes vocabulary of health, development, fam-
ily roles, sincerity and positive emotional states
(Hapexaa, MaTepUHCKKUIA, CMeLLHO, etc.).

The rational evaluation that M.A. Yagubova also
calls the assessment “by the head” lies in the ratio-
nal characterization of the object. This is a logical
evaluation based on information about the proper-
ties inherent in the object [bpaHaec, 2004; Siry6osa,
1993]. The boundaries between the two types of

"HoBeiwuit - Gunocodckuit  cnoBapb / COCT. W [. Hayy. peg.
A. A. TpuuaHos. 3-e n3a., ucnp. MuHck: KHxHbim [om, 2003.

2 lHBekTUBa // JluTepaTypHas SHUMKIONEANA TEPMUHOB U MOHATUIA /
noa pea. A.H. HukontokunHa. M.: UHVMOH PAH; NHTensak, 2001.
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evaluations (emotional and rational) are vague,
which leads to certain difficulties associated with
the classification of words and statements.

The vocabulary of negative rational evaluation
describes unproductive mental actions, their conse-
quences or the lack of the necessary qualities in an
object, the appearance of negative characteristics
(for example: oTcTanbii, HEBEPHbIN, Npourpats, etc.).
Examples of the vocabulary of positive rational eval-
uation can be such words as aBTopuTeT, AMAUPOBATD,
BO3pacTaTh, etc.

The non-evaluative vocabulary includes those
language units that are devoid of some degree of
expression, serve to state facts and name objects or
concepts, or are not included in the above lexical
groups; their neutrality makes it possible to con-
struct a scale of expressiveness. The non-evaluative
vocabulary, due to the neutrality of the meaning, re-
veals it in full only within the context. In general,
this statement is also true for other groups of vo-
cabulary, since the level of implementation of the
emotive code by the word varies depending on the
context [[noTpoBckas, 2004].

Digital images (emoticons, stickers and emoji) are a
means of demonstrating the emotional tone, inten-
tions and feelings that, in personal communication
in spoken language, are transmitted by non-verbal
signals not transmittable in digital communication.
M. Krongauz came to the conclusion that communi-
cation devoid of subtypes of digital images can lead
to communication failure, especially among adoles-
cents: there is a change in etiquette in the digital
space, in which stickers and emoji become a neutral
means of communication [Kponrays, 2017]. When
using digital images in the context of correspon-
dence, the use of slangisms is significantly reduced:
they become redundant, since pictorial signs can
convey almost any emotion [YepenaHos, lNuueHKo].

In [MoTanosa, Motanos, 2022a]% a comparative
analysis of memetic units is performed in relation
to three segments of the Internet: the Russian-, Ger-
man- and English-American-language ones. This
takes into account not only the subject of the an-
alyzed material, but also the form of information
transfer - monocode (text only, picture only) and
polycode (combination of different information
codes in the text space). The topical analysis of a
representative sample and the establishment of the
rank dependence of poly- and monocode memes in

8 The study is part of the project “Hermeneutic typology of semiotic-se-
mantic patterns of “toxicity” in network communication” supported by the
Russian Science Foundation (supervised by Rodmonga K. Potapova). The
study is still ongoing, which makes it possible to conduct a comparative
analysis of the dynamics of interpersonal communication of meme-com-
munication participants and create a unique trilingual database.
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relation to the three language areas demonstrated a
universal means of transmitting information, taking
into account the modality factor, in relation to par-
ticipants in this type of digital communication.

An Internet-meme is a relatively new phenom-
enon of Internet communication, which is an inte-
gral information unit that combines pictorial and

Linguistics

verbal components. The main function of a meme
is to express emotions. Memes are actively used
to distinguish between “us” and “them”; in this
regard, they are divided into local and general.
This trend is typical for representatives of the age
group we studied; therefore, it is one of the cho-
sen units of analysis.

Table 1

EXAMPLES OF ANALYZED STATEMENTS (AUTHOR’S SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION PRESERVED)

Category “ Examples of analyzed statements

Vocabulary of motivation and activity

Bnepeg!

Slang vocabulary
Vocabulary of

Y KOro OTKpbIBA€TCA XUCTOPU, CKUHbTE niust

... 3aBTpa OHa JacT HeaxknaoHHy KOHTPOLLY

expression that is
not differentiated in | Obscene vocabulary
terms of meaning

XXXX

Tpynny x****i1 3acopsiTb He HaZO

YT106bI €**a HUYEr0 HOPMAIbHOTO He BbiNo

Vocabulary with intensifying
meaning

HEBO3MOXXHO HOpMaJlbHO OTBETUTb

Y MEHS OLLeHKM HUKOFAA TakKUMU He Bbin Mo uTepatype
U pyccKoMy

Invectives

[ByxniM4yHas Kypuua

YepTina Tbl NO3BOHMN?

Vocabulary of destruction and

4 ero npuaywy

Vocabulary of suffering

Vocabulary of violence OHM BbIE3KAIOT HA U3HACUIIOBAHHBIX MOPA/IbHO LIKOJIbHUKAX
negative emotional
evaluation CerogHsi Mbl 06 3TOM noXaneem

Mooy nonnauy B yrny?

Vocabulary of protest behavior

MOXHO Kak-To oTpeYbCs OT LWKO/bI

[luM na npekpaTtv TyT GYHTOBLUMKM MPULLIN

Vocabulary of positive
emotional evaluation

T0 NpoCTO YyAo

BceM pobpeiumin peHeuek

Vocabulary of
negative rational
evaluation

Tak 3aueM roBopuTb HEBEPHYIO UHDY?

BC€ OLEHKM UCNOpPYEeHbl U3-3a Hee

Vocabulary of positive
rational evaluation

banaeH nuaupyer

Non-evaluative
vocabulary

KT0 HMbyab HanuwwuTe e 06 3ToM

A KaKoW HOMep LO0NOMHUTENbHbIN Ha OLLEHKY 6bli?

Interjections

Axaxaxaxxaxaxa

aaa pyx

Digital images

)

Memes

Signs
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The following phenomena are studied as spe-
cific aggressive communicative processes, in which
emotional-evaluative vocabulary is used.

Cyberbullying: a type of conflict interaction on the
Internet, a type of bullying that involves aggression,
intimidation and psychological terror [Garaigordobil,
Machimbarrena, 2019]. One of the main causes of bul-
lying is disrespect for some individual. Cyberbullying
uses anonymity, a significant number of users, as well
as the absence of temporal and spatial restrictions,
and the mass dissemination of stigmatizing infor-
mation of dubious reliability [ibid.]. The presence of
bullying indicates that adolescents build interperson-
al relationships based on control and power. In most
cases, teachers and school authorities do not notice
the problem or are not aware of its scale and prefer to
distance themselves from what is happening, taking
the position of “active observers” [Konanesa, 2020].
Cyberbullying extends not only to students (accord-
ing to studies, from 25 to 75 % of Russian adolescents
have the experience as a victim or aggressor), but also
to teachers (about 17 % of teachers suffer from cy-
berbullying by schoolchildren). Aggressive behavior
of schoolchildren, as a rule, manifests itself in the
form of conscious violations of discipline, complaints,
spreading rumors, discussing the appearance and
personal life of the teacher, constant criticism and as-
signing nicknames. It has been proven that victims of
bullying suffer from psychological, physical and emo-
tional stress [bouasep, Xnomos, 2013]. In addition, the
bully themselves and the eyewitnesses of bullying
also experience negative consequences. Boys can be-
come bullying participants in various roles [Cook et
al., 2010], but they more often suffer from physical
bullying; and girls are more often victims of obscene
statements, gossip, etc.!

Trolling: publication of messages of a provoca-
tive nature in order to provoke a negative reaction
from Internet users [Tymckuit, 2020]. Trolling has no
specific purpose other than entertainment, watching
the conflict escalate and the victims’ emotional re-
actions. The motivation of trolls can be very diverse,
but in adolescents, the desire to create a comic ef-
fect and demonstrate rudeness dominates [ibid.].
According to O. Moroz?, there are studies stating
that trolling is gender-specific: people who identify
themselves with a particular gender not only for-
mulate pejorative statements in different ways, but
also react differently to them. While men follow the
principle of removing the “troll” from their commu-

"Olweus D., Limber S.P, Flerx V., Mullin N., Riese J., Snyder M. Olweus
bullying prevention program. Center City: Hazelden, 2007. URL: https://
www.hazelden.org/store/item/9444

2Mopo3 O. KaKkyto posb TPOIM v XeNTePbI UrpatoT B KynbType? // MocT-
Hayka. 2017. URL: https:/postnauka.ru/video/73919
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nicative field as soon as possible in order to return
to their comfort zone and calmness, women regard
such behavior as a manifestation of reciprocal ag-
gression and continue communication with the in-
tention of convincing their partner otherwise, which,
in turn, is the main goal of the “troll”.

Conflict: due to a number of age characteristics,
the conflict characterizes the interpersonal com-
munication of adolescents in three areas: adoles-
cent - adult, adolescent - inner world, adolescent
- adolescent [Komanosa, 2014]. The current study
considers the “adolescent - adolescent” option, in
which the main motives are competition, the strug-
gle for status in a certain group, conscious oppo-
sition to the group and relations between repre-
sentatives of different genders [>Kene3nosa, 2013].
Adolescents go through conflicts very emotionally,
sometimes exaggerating their significance, since
the worldview of representatives of this age group
is full of emotions and expression. Due to the lack
of a well-formed ability to substantiate their opin-
ion, they turn to conflicting vocabulary, emotion-
al-evaluative style of statements, which, in their
opinion, is a powerful tool of persuasion [ibid.].
When considering gender differences in behavior
in the process of conflict, one can find opposing
views on this issue in the scientific literature. Thus,
for example, A. V. Semyonov believes that girls rec-
ognize the conflict situation and show a desire to
end it, while boys more often act as conflict initi-
ators [Ceméros, 2002]. According to I. L. Shelekhov
and his co-authors, in most cases, girls provoke
conflicts and show aggression (meaning indirect
aggression); as for boys, they rarely seek conflict
situations, but if they participate and enter into
a conflict, they lead an open struggle [Llenexos,
Mopesa, Bnacosa, 2007].

Communication related to learning activities: The
study was conducted on the basis of adolescents’
school chats; in this regard, the focus was on com-
munication forms related to educational activities,
such as discussions of homework, upcoming exams
and class life in general. Studying takes up a signif-
icant part of the time of most adolescents, which is
widely and extensively discussed by schoolchildren.
One of the stages of the study coincided with the
period of distance learning in educational institu-
tions of the city of Moscow?, which also affected the
topics of discussion in chats.

%To help school psychologists and in order to identify the behavioral
characteristics of schoolchildren, following the instructions of “Glassoft”
LLC, R.K. Potapova developed a special database of special tests designed
to identify various psychological states and motivations for the behavior
of children in primary and secondary schools. Some examples of tests are
given in [Motanosa, MoTanos, 2022a]. The ultimate goal of this project is to
develop a digital platform managed from a single center in Moscow.
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Extracurricular activities: due to the topic specific-
ity of chats, extracurricular activities were not a key
topic, but were also singled out for analysis: this is
a discussion of games and socio-political problems.

RESEARCH METHOD

Sample and empirical base of the study. This study in-
volved 150 people divided into two groups: young-
er adolescence (11-14 years; 75 people: 38 boys
and 37 girls); and older adolescence (15-17 years;
75 people: 36 boys and 39 girls).

The material for the study were messages
from school chats of adolescents, in the amount

Linguistics

of 3088 statements, 738 of which belong to girls
of 12 years old, 728 to boys of 12 years old, 874 to
girls of 16-17 years old and 748 to boys of 16-17
years old.

During the analysis of the material, a base
of statements was created indicating belonging
to a particular lexical and topical group (see
Tables 1-2); and the frequency of using various
types of lexemes was calculated. Each statement
(regardless of the total number of lexemes in
them) was assigned a rank according to each of
the criteria (see Tables 2a-2b). A comparative
analysis by age and gender criteria was performed
for the results obtained.

Table 2a

RESEARCH MATRIX FOR THE LANGUAGE OF ADOLESCENTS IN THE CONTEXT OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
(topics of statements)

Sample groups, %

Analysis . .
Analysis unit
category Girls of 12 y.o. | Boys of 12 y.o | Girls of 16-17 y.o. | Boys of 16-17 y.o.

Bullying age-mates 17,07 23,36 2,29 4,81

Bullying teachers 7,32 412 17,39 15,78

Trolling 9,21 10,99 7,09 10,96

) Conflict 37,40 42,03 10,76 10,43
I:’aﬂ':; g;ts Learning activities 21,95 714 41,88 30,48
Extracurricular activities / games 4,07 10,16 5,95 8,29
Extracurricular activities / society 0 0 3,43 9,36

Distance learning 2,98 2,20 11,21 9,89

Total: 100 100 100 100

Table 2b

RESEARCH MATRIX FOR THE LANGUAGE OF ADOLESCENTS IN THE CONTEXT OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
(vocabulary, interjections, non-evaluative vocabulary, digital images, memes, signs)

Sample groups, %

Analysis category

Analysis unit

Girls of Girls of Boys of
12 y.o. 16-17y.0. | 16-17y.o.
Vocabulary of motivation and activity 2,17 1,37 0,69 0,80
Vocabulary of expression Slang vocabulary 14,36 28,30 25,86 23,80
that is not differentiated in | gpscene vocabulary 379 | 1374 12,58 13,64
terms of meaning Vocabul ith intensifvi
oca ‘u ary with intensifying 406 1,37 343 3.74
meaning
Invectives 6,50 4,94 3,20 1,34
Vocabulary of destruction and
Vocabulary of negative violence 244 275 183 214
emotional evaluation Vocabulary of suffering 1,63 1,65 2,06 2,14
Vocabulary of protest behavior 1,35 0,82 1,38 0,80
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Sample groups, %

Analysis category Analysis unit Girls of
12 y.o. 12y.0. | 16-17y.0. | 16-17y.0.
Vocabulary of negative 395 412 298 241
rational evaluation ’ ’ ’ ’
Vocabulary of positive 949 6.05 6.64 401
emotional evaluation ’ ’ ’ ’
Vocabulary of positive 298 192 297 401
rational evaluation ’ ’ ’ ’
Interjections 4.08 4,67 3,43 5,61
Non-evaluative vocabulary 12,19 8,52 18,08 21,66
Digital images 26,83 14,01 10,76 10,43
Memes 0,54 3,57 3,20 2,67
Signs 4,34 2,20 0,91 0,80
Total: 100 100 100 100

DATA ANALYSIS RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

According to the results of the thematic scope of the
language of adolescents studied in the context of
digital communication, the following results were
obtained (see Table 2a). The conflict is the leading
theme among younger adolescents, regardless of
their biological gender (37.4 % in the group of girls,
42.03 % in the group of boys). This pattern can be
explained by 1) the heightened negativism of the
studied age, which is especially pronounced in boys;
2) inability to reasonably express one’s opinion; and
3) excessive emotionality, which leads to misunder-
standing and even to interpersonal conflicts. Bully-
ing is common in this age group. This is due to the
fact that the transitional period begins precisely at
the age of 13-14: at this time,an adolescent is faced
with an increased sense of inferiority and self-doubt,
which makes him/her perform various kinds of im-
pulsive actions aimed at humiliating and discrimi-
nating others in order to compensate for existing or
imaginary defects and shortcomings, without taking
into account the possible consequences and respon-
sibility for them [Mexesuu, 2019]. The topic ‘extra-
curricular activities / society” in this age category
was not considered, as it was not of great interest to
younger adolescents.

Older adolescents, regardless of their biologi-
cal gender (41.88 % of girls, 30.48 % of boys), are
more concerned about the topic of the educational
process. First of all, this is due to the specifics of
the chats chosen for the study, as well as the fact
that this age group is more conscious of the issues
of study due to the upcoming exams and admission

BecTHuk MIJ1Y. TymaHuTapHble Hayku. Bbin. 7 (875) / 2023

to higher educational institutions. The least dis-
cussed topic among girls and boys of this age was
age-mate bullying, which indicates a high degree
of awareness, ability to self-control and respect for
their mates.

Analysis of the lexical composition
of the language of adolescents
in the context of digital communication

The first category of analysis is the vocabulary of ex-
pression that is not differentiated in terms of meaning.
In the language of younger and older adolescents,
regardless of their gender, slang vocabulary prevails
(23.08 %) as a means of demonstrating belonging to
a certain group and expressing solidarity with class-
mates. In the existing sample, the vocabulary of mo-
tivation and activity is the least frequent (1.26 %).
We believe that this is due to the specifics of the
thematic scope of communication in chats and the
lexical characteristics of personal correspondence
or conversations.

Speaking about gender differences, one can con-
clude that obscene vocabulary is more often used
by boys (13.74 %), which indicates their expressed
desire to overcome the ban on the use of words ta-
booed in culture, express their strong emotions and
have a sharp emotional impact on the interlocutor.
Girls (3.7%) use vocabulary that enhances expression,
which confirms the greater emotionality of female
language and its deeper hyperbolization [3emckas,
KuTtaiiropoackas, PozaHoBa, 1993; Konnakosa, 2018,

Vocabulary of expression that is not differentiat-
ed in terms of meaning is typical for younger adoles-
ent boys (44.78%), which is explained by a low level
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of language competence, lack of effective interper-
sonal communication skills and, in part, a sense of
disharmony in intrapersonal development.

Comparing the language features of younger and
older adolescents, taking into account their gender,
it can be noted that expressive vocabulary is more
characteristic of older adolescent girls (42.56 %); for
groups of boys, the difference in this category is in-
significant (2.8 %).

Vocabulary of negative emotional evaluation. The
material showed that invectives predominate in the
language of adolescent girls (4.85 %), which is ex-
plained by a high degree of negativism and emotion-
ality, as well as a lack of mature skills of self-control
and tolerance. In most cases, adolescents are driven
by a desire to be rude and insult in order to show
their superiority and belonging to the adult world
[MyxuHa, 2019]. In the language of adolescent boys,
indicators of the vocabulary of destruction and vi-
olence prevail (2.44 %), which is a reflection of the
desire for destruction and radicalism inherent in this
age, as well as the desire to change the usual order
of things [ibid.].

Analysis of the lexical group as a whole showed
that younger adolescents of both genders (11.04%)
use the vocabulary of negative emotional evaluation
more often than older adolescents (7.44 %). This vo-
cabulary can be considered an indicator of increased
verbal aggression generated by a lack of awareness,
a desire to oppose oneself to others and a lack of
mature skills of interpersonal communication.

Having studied the groups of vocabulary of
negative emotional evaluation and vocabulary of
negative rational evaluation, one can conclude that
adolescents, regardless of their gender and age, are
characterized by increased emotionality and nega-
tive evaluations (9.24 %). It is a significant frequen-
cy of the vocabulary of a negative evaluation that
indicates the manifestation of verbal aggression of
adolescents in the context of digital communication.

Comparing the groups of vocabularies of positive
emotional and rational evaluation, it can be argued
that younger and older adolescent girls (8.06 %)
and younger adolescent boys (6.05 %) are driven
by emotional evaluation, while older adolescent
boys are driven by both types of evaluation equally
(4.01 %). In addition, it can be said that adolescent
girls (5.52 %) are more likely to use vocabulary of
positive evaluation than boys (4.15 %).

In the language of older adolescents (19.87 %),
non-evaluative vocabulary is presented more often
than among younger adolescents (10.35 %). At this
age, they can already control their emotions and are
able to draw logical conclusions, understand and ac-
cept the mainstays of society. The leading thematic
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scope in this group also mainly involves the use of
this particular type of vocabulary.

Interjections are more typical for the language of
adolescent boys (5.14%). But the difference between
all groups in our sample is small, and interjections
play an insignificant role in the written language of
modern adolescents.

Digital images are more popular with younger
adolescent girls (26.83%). These images are often
used to convey information by replacing words.

The use of memes is most typical for younger
adolescent boys (3.57%), who use them to express
demonstrative emotions or create a comic effect.
This can be explained by the desire of this age group
to attract attention, to declare their belonging to a
certain group and awareness of its interests and
preferences. Older adolescent girls use other types
of memes that do not aim to offend or humiliate a
person, but rather are a reflection of the situation
and moods within the class.

Signs are used more often by younger adoles-
cents (3.27 %) than older ones (0.85 %), especially
girls (2.62 %).

CONCLUSION

This study is related to the formation of the specifics
of the social network discourse (SND) in all its variet-
ies [Potapova, 2015; Motanosa, 2017], in this case,
a youth discourse, and this study also confirms the
influence of the features of chats on the style of In-
ternet communication on the whole (e. g., see about
Internet stylistics [Towoswny, 2015]).

Nowadays, the Internet is one of the main com-
munication platforms for adolescents, whose lan-
guage is undergoing a certain transformation. The
peculiarities of schoolchildren’s language suggest
hypothetical conclusions about their psychological
state, maturity level, ability / inability to maintain a
favorable atmosphere within the team, as well as
about trending topics of communication of the stud-
ied age group. The results obtained make it possible
to produce an accurate psychological portrait of ad-
olescents, to modify and improve approaches for the
formation of a full individual [[MoTanoBsa, MMoTanos,
2022b], to develop methods for countering the cyber
threat in order to protect the younger generation.

The language of modern schoolchildren reflects
certain age patterns and has gender differences: the
language of younger adolescents in the context of
digital communication is expressive and tends to
verbal aggression, while the language of older ado-
lescents is neutral or non-evaluative. Therefore, ad-
olescent boys are more likely to be more expressive
and aggressive than girls.
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The promising research fields are: 1) a  communication; 2) an ontogenetic study of the
cross-cultural analysis of the degree of similar- language of adolescents; and 3) extension of the
ity or difference in the language of adolescents  study through inclusion of chats covering other
from various countries in the context of digital topics.
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